This paper attempted a linguistic analysis of the language of interaction and negotiation among commercial sex workers in Port Harcourt City, Nigeria. It aimed at understanding the language of sex workers by first seeking to understand their lifestyle. To achieve balance, the paper anchored on Yule's English Word Formation Theory, Jacobson's Functions of Language Theory and Aristotle's Rhetorical Theory, as well as rested on the basic foundation of language-gender relations and feminist ideologies. The paper adopted the qualitative research method of data-gathering and investigated/interpreted the foregrounded features in the language of the sex workers and their clients, using the word formation process, functions of language, and the rhetorical analysis. The study finds that the language of commercial sex workers in Port Harcourt City, Nigeria, is largely pedestrian, pidginized and highly infused with slang, jargons and symbolic terms that are highly connotative but mutually intelligible among the sex workers and between them and their clients.
to find an explanation of the characteristics using such terms as 'covert prestige', 'social and intergroup relations', 'economic factors' or the needs of 'linguistic market'. Conversational strategies such as politeness, comments, apologies, orders, swearing, silencing, interruptions or introductions of new subjects were analyzed leading to the conclusion of different communicative competence developed by men and women using separate conversational styles. On their part, Rana and Moh (2011:4) observe:
More recent researches on sociolinguistic variation have revealed that sex was investigated as an independent variable, along with social status, style, age and ethnicity. For example, women's language has been said to reflect their conversatism, prestige, consciousness, upward mobility, insecurity, deference, nurture, emotional expressivity and sensitivity to others, solidarity while men's language is heard as evincing their toughness, independence, competence, hierarchy and control. In the same vein, Coates (1996) and Brzozowska (2002) also observe the more balanced studies and continuous evolution/metamorphoses of language in gender issues among scholars: "Later, their interests were concentrated on conversational strategies of mixed groups and finally the same sex discussion participants were observed." (2) .
Despite the huge temptation, we may not pursue this line of argument any further due to constraints of time and space; but there is need for us to examine some supporting theories that may enable us to achieve a balance linguistic analysis of the language of commercial sex workers in Port Harcourt, Nigeria.
Theories for Linguistic Analysis

Yule's English Word Formation Theory
"The 'word formation process', according to Yule, is the investigation of the steps on how new expressions evolve in language." It "expand the array of terms, thereby generating new lexicons" (284). By extension to our present analytical exercise, Yule's theory presupposes evolution or emergence of new terminologies in the expressions of any special people group. This is undeniable as far as the language of commercial sex workers is concerned. This is the very essence of our linguistic investigation. It follows therefore that we shall in our analysis investigate how new expressions and vocabularies evolve or emerge among sex workers.
Jacobson's Functions of Language Theory
Jacobson's function of language proposition recognizes certain essentials for facilitation of communication …the context, the addresser or the sender, the addressee or the receiver, the contact, the common code, and the message. Each factor is the focal point of a relation or function that operates between the message and the factor. The functions are referential, emotive, conative, phatic, poetic and metalingual 12) . (284). Jacobson's theory presupposes that language is not used in a vacuum and for the fun of it, but for performing particular functions and that its usage are based on particular factors both of which go to determine the characteristic nature and features of the language. Thus, for us to carry out a plausible investigation of the language of commercial sex workers, we must put into consideration the function(s) that the language is meant to perform, as well as the factors that informed the language in the first place. 3. Aristotle's Rhetorical Theory "Aristotle's Rhetorical Theory focuses on techniques of using language effectively and persuasively in spoken forms." (13) (284).
Aristotle defines the rhetorical theory as a means of persuasion. It is the study of how audiences are affected by emotion and reason in the character of the speaker. Rhetorics evaluates a speech according to how effectively a speaker in a certain opinion or information to an audience is either one person or group of a certain situation. (285). Aristotle's theory apparently focuses on both the purpose and effect of language usage, in the sense that, for language to fulfill its dual responsibility of achieving its purpose and creating its expected effect, it must be appealing enough; and for language to be appealing enough, to make any impact, it must be persuasive enough; and this is where rhetorics come in. Thus, in our investigation of the language of commercial sex workers, we must also critically look at the rhetorical devices that sex workers employ in order to seduce and win over their clients for patronage. Rana and Moh (2011:49-50) observe that two methodologies of Linguistic enquiries have primarily been employed in the field of language and gender as a whole:
Linguistic Research Methodology in the Analysis of the Language of Negotiation of Commercial Sex Workers
1. Investigation of phonetic and morphosyntactic variation; and 2. Discourse/conversation analysis Vol.9, No.12, 2019 Our task here is not to say whether Rana and Moh are right or wrong regarding the number of methodologies that have been employed for linguistic investigation in language and gender issue; rather, we are to adopt a suitable methodology for analyzing the language of negotiation of commercial sex workers in Port Harcourt, Nigeria. Ogdoc-Gascon et al (2015) who carried out a similar study on the language of negotiation of sex workers in Cebu City, Philippines, adopted the discourse/conversation analysis methodology; and we are taking a cue from them along that line. Specifically, Ogdoc-Gascon et al's (2015) research utilizes the qualitative research method in datagathering and the structural analysis of conversations using the word formation process, functions of language, and the rhetorical analysis for interpreting data (285). Here, we are also adopting the qualitative research method in data-gathering in which we are investigating such features in the expressions of sex workers and their clients as pidgin, slang, cursing and swearing, and lewd and obscene language.
Ogdoc-Gascon et al's (2015) sources of verbal data come through referral -20 sex workers in Cebu Cityrecorded conversations during negotiations with customers. (285). On our part, we gathered our data by interacting with prostitutes and their clients in 6 brothels in different parts of Port Harcourt, and getting them to record the conversations of their negotiations for our study. Four of the recorded conversations are presented below for our study. An invitation to go together to a particular place or destination.
An invitation to go in for the agreed action or activity.
In Table I above, the sex worker expressed pleasure at seeing and receiving an old or middle-aged, but vibrantly looking man, solicited for patronage of her service and after reaching an agreement to the terms of the service invites him to go in with her for the sexual activity. 'Old boy' in this context, does not refer to the age of the man in question, neither does 'Fine man' refer to the handsomeness of the man; rather, both terms or expressions imply acceptance of the man and are mere appellations that the sex worker used for soliciting the patronage of the client in this context. In these modern days, as a result of civilization, people try to avoid using the words 'prostitute', 'sex worker', 'ashawo', etc, except in a crisis situation where the parties concerned (sex workers and their clients) resort to abuses and curses, using these terms to insult one another. Rather, young people, sex workers and their clients prefer to use the euphemistic and presumably mild terms like 'babe', 'baby', 'chic', etc, to refer to their girl friend, lover, sex partner or commercial sex worker. Connotatively, cash is also a pidgin slang for money. An abbreviated form of the word 'condom' worn on the penis or inside vagina during sexual intercourse to protect sex partners from contacting STDs and from pregnancy. Pidgin slang I will convince you beyond reasonable doubts.
I will deal with you and bring you back to your senses. You sex me finish An elliptical verb phrase; a combination of English and pidgin. Sex is used as a verb.
You have had sex with me. After you have had sex with or made love to me…
Conclusion
So far in this paper, we have attempted the linguistic analysis of the language of commercial sex workers in Port Harcourt City, Nigeria. This is done against the backdrop that, understanding a group of people requires first seeking to understand their language; and understanding their language also requires seeking to understand the kind of life they live. Commercial sex workers are peculiar people in a peculiar profession with a peculiar language which reflects their peculiar lifestyle. The study finds that the language of commercial sex workers in Port Harcourt
